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American taint in its origin. This is well. Otherwise ingenuous 
American youth might fall under the illusion that Oxford notices Ameri- 
can books. In spite of the fact that since 1883 Americans have been 
developing a literature which has brought to light much social reality 
that had previously been hid, and although it has long been a relatively 
belated American college in which the essentials of human association 
have not been analyzed with a creditable degree of competence, there 
is still room for a conspectus of the most commonplace sociological 
generalizations adapted to the comprehension of the youngest beginners. 
If teachers welcome the announcement of this book in the hope that it 
has met this want, they will be disappointed. It certainly does not fill 
any other gap. 

From a first glance one receives the impression that the book has 
reduced profundities laboriously fathomed by many men to a simplicity 
of expression which had not previously been achieved. Further atten- 
tion shows that the discussion is not aimed at a single public. At one 
step it appears to be addressed to children. A moment later it falls 
into a manner appropriate only in discussion with philosophers or 
seasoned politicians. In neither case does it "have the punch." Still 
closer inspection detects passages which might almost serve as samples of 
the sort of composition which deliberately exaggerates sententiousness 
into nonsense. On the whole candor compels the report that the author 
has brewed a few familiar concepts and some scattered observation 
into a turgidity against which adequate familiarity with the sociological 
analyses of the past two decades and a consistently observed purpose 

might have been a protection. 

Albion W. Small 
University or Chicago 



National Evolution. By George R. Davtes. Chicago: A. C. 
McClurg & Co., 1919. Pp. xii+159. $0.75. 

This little volume is a condensed treatment of social evolution or 
social progress, with the emphasis upon its economic features. In the 
first of its four chapters the author discusses the elements — especially 
economic — of social evolution, such as the establishment of the principle 
of private property, the centralization and integration of capital, and 
their culmination in the nations of ancient history. 

Under the title "Christian Civilization" he considers Western civili- 
zation as the direct evolution from the Roman Empire, the cultural 
movement being Christianity. He traces the evolution of Christianity 
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from the Hebrew civilization; its solidification in the papal empire and 
its evolution through the Reformation; Puritanism, with its Calvinistic 
theology; its spread through the rise and domination of English power, 
under which arose a new aristocracy of money — of commercial and 
factory properties; the changes of the nineteenth century, bringing in 
the rise of Germany through centralized organization and specialization; 
and finally American democracy based upon individualism. 

The chapter on "Modern Capitalism" is an attempt to condense the 
fundamental principles of economic laws in regard to capital into forty- 
six pages and of course is technical and crowded. 

Under "National Progress" the author calls attention to the neces- 
sity of rebuilding the nation on the basis of competitive service and the 
socialization of society instead of private ownership of capital properties. 

This brief, concise work is on the whole sound and constructive and 
will be of special value to the reader whose time is limited. 

G. S. Dow 

Baylor University 



Modem Science and Materialism. By Hugh Elliot. London: 
Longmans, Green & Co., 1919. Pp. iv+211. $3.00. 

It is difficult not to be unjust to Modem Science and Materialism. 
Its science is above reproach and occupies the center of the author's 
interest and the bulk of the book. The attitude of the modern scientist 
toward the physical universe has been represented with the perfect 
faithfulness and profound, detailed knowledge of a member of the cult. 
Beginning with a frank acceptance of "scientific agnosticism," of "a 
philosophy .... strictly based on facts " the author proceeds through 
the greater portion of the book to develop the cosmology of telescope 
and microscope. The problems, he finds, are: (1) the material structure 
of the universe; (2) the constitution of matter; (3) life and conscious- 
ness. These problems are treated convincingly; they can be unquali- 
fiedly recommended to any reader who is interested in a bird's-eye view 
of modern astromomy, physics, and biology. 

But it is impossible to say more of the author's "materialism" than 
that it is what physical science always is when it attempts to substitute 
itself for life. Granted that one's views should be strictly based on facts, 
but what are facts ? Let us waive the author's omissions. Sociologists 
may, perhaps, wonder whether the philosophy of life need contain no 
reference to the facts of social organization and intercourse; theirs is 
very likely a narrow and sectarian interest. 



